
Restoring 
The North Shore Forest

Welcome!



A bit about this evening

ÅHistory and current condition of North Shore 
Vegetation

ÅInfo on North Shore Forest Collaborative

ÅHow you can help make a difference on your 
land and the entire North Shore

ÅSmall group discussion on 1 or 2 key projects

ÅWrap Up:  How are you willing to help?  How 
can Collaborative help you?

Å²ŜΩǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴŜ-on-one



The North Shore Forest
A Community Working Together



North Shore Forest Collaborative Area



Back Then: What Was Here, 
What should be here?
(and how do we know?)

Pre-European Settlement, Pre-logging

Mixed Conifer Forest 



Conifer-dominated Forests 
With some Hardwoods

Dominant trees across the landscape 

ÅNorthern White Cedar, White Pine, White 
Spruce   

Mixed in across the landscape (some 
ecologically restricted to wet, dry, burned sites, 
etc.)

Åyellow birch, tamarack, jack pine, basswood, 
elm, black and green ash, red oak, balsam fir

ÅAspen and Birch in smaller quantities



Northern White Cedar forest

White Spruce/Balsam Fir forest 

White Pine/Red Pine 
forest



How do we know?

ÅOǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ōǳǘΥ

ÅDƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ [ŀƴŘ hŦŦƛŎŜ wŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ ǎǳǊǾŜȅƻǊΩǎ 
notes, bearing trees

ÅCore samples from lake bottom deposits 

ÅLogging operation records from initial operations

ÅSoils inventory

ÅFire History research

ÅNative Plant Community research





FDn43
Northern MesicMixed Forest
Mesicpine, aspen, white cedar, or birch forests

Native Plant Community Types in Class
FDn43a White Pine - Red Pine Forest
Canopy is dominated by white pine and red pine with 
occasional paper birch, balsam fir, white spruce, quaking 
aspen, or white cedar.  Balsam fir is also common in the 
subcanopyand shrub layer. 

FDn43b Aspen-Birch Forest
Canopy is dominated by quaking aspen, paper birch, 
balsam fir, or white spruce.

FDn43c Upland White Cedar Forest
Canopy is usually dominated by white cedar. Includes 
sites dominated by quaking aspen, paper birch, and 
balsam fir that have (or had) white cedar as component. 
White cedar and balsam fir are common in the 
understory.



Right Now ςAnd how did we get here?

Dominated by aspen and (dying) birch

Old age, shallow soils, environmental stessors(drought, ice storms, insects) 


