Restoring
The North Shore Forest

Welcome!
The North Shore Forest Collaborative



A bit about this evening

A History and current condition of North Shore
Vegetation

A Info on North Shore Forest Collaborative

A How you can help make a difference on your
and and the entire North Shore

A Small group discussion on 1 or 2 key projects

A Wrap Up: How are you willing to help? How
can Collaborative help you?
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The North Shore Forest
A CommunityWorking Together

The North Shore Forest Collaborative



North Shore Forest Collaborative
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Back ThenWhat Was Here,
What should be here?

(and how do we know?)

PreEuropean Settlement, Piegging
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Mixed Conifer Forest



Coniferdominated Forests
With some Hardwoods

Dominant trees across the landscape

A Northern White Cedar, White Pine, White
Spruce

Mixed in across the landscape (some
ecologically restricted to wet, dry, burned sites,

etc.)

A yellow birch, tamarack, jack pine, basswood,
elm, black and green asred oak, balsam fir

A Aspen and Birch in smaller quantities



Northern White Cedar forest

White Spruce/Balsam Fir forest

White Pine/Red Pine
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How do we know?
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notes, bearing trees

A Core samples from lake bottom deposits

A Logging operation records from initial operations

A Soils inventory

A Fire History research

A Native Plant Community research



Minnesota Early
Settlement Vegetatio
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Legend
I Aspen-birch (eventually succeed to hardwoods)

Aspen-birch (eventually succeed to conifers)
Aspen-oak land
Il Big woods - oaks, elm, basswood, ash, maple, etc.
' Brush prairie
0 Conifer and bog swamps
I Jack pine barrens
I Lakes
Prairie
8 Mixed hardwood and pine
B Mixed white pine and Norway pine
| Oak opening and barrens
Open muskeg
B Pine flats (hemlock, spruce, fir, cedar, & white pine
I River bottom forest
B Wet prairie
I White pine

Vegetative cover map was derived from notes and maps from General Land Office surveys conducted in
Minnesota (1847-1907). Map was digitized by the Minnesota DNR
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NATIVE PLANT
COMMUNITIES

of MINNESOTA

The Laurentian
Mixed Forest Province

FDn43
Northern MesicMixed Forest
Mesicpine, aspen, white cedar, or birfidrests

Native Plant Community Types in Class

FDn43aWhite Pine- Red Pine Forest

Canopy is dominated by white pine and red pine with
occasional paper birclibalsam fir, white spruce, quaking
aspen, or white cedar. Balsam fir is also common in tf
subcanopyand shrub layer.

FDn43bAspenBirch Forest
Canopy is dominated by quaking aspen, paper birch,
balsam fir, or white spruce.

FDn43dJpland White Cedar Forest

Canopy is usually dominated by white cedar. Includes
sites dominated by quakirgspen, papebirch, and
balsam fir that have (or had) white cedar@snponent
White cedarand balsam fir are common in the
understory.



Right Nowg And how did we get here?

Dominated by aspen and (dying) birch

Old age, shallow solls, environmensédssorgdrought, ice storms, insects)



